Vassil Atanassov Nikolov 

Bulgarian, date of birth: December 31, 1951, Byala Slatina, Vratsa County 
Vice-President of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
1, 15 Noemvri St.; 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria 

tel. 00359 2 979 52 13; 00359 887 526033 

Employment, academic and research positions 
Since 2017     Vice-President of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Since 2015     Corresponding Member of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Since 2013
Member of the Executive Board of the BAS
2003-2015
Chairman of the Academic Board of the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology 
2003-2007
Director of the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS 

1999-2003
Deputy Director of the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS 

Since 1999
Professor, Department of Prehistory - National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS 

1989-1999
Head of the Prehistory Department, National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS
1991

Director of the Museums and art galleries Directorate at the Ministry of Culture 

1990-1999
Associate Professor, Department of Prehistory, National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS 

1984-1990
Assistant Professor, Department of Prehistory, National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS 

Education and research fellowships
2010

Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; project: Neolithic sanctuaries in SE Europe. The earliest salt production in Europe (second part)
2007

Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; project: The earliest salt production in Europe
2004
Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; project: Culture and art of prehistoric Thrace
1994-2015
5 research projects (Neolithic Bulgaria), sponsored by the National Science Fund of Bulgaria
2002-2003
Mellon Research Fellow at the University of Istanbul, Turkey; project: Ethnic and cultural contacts between Anatolia and the Balkans in the sixth mill. BC 

2001

Fritz Thyssen Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; project: Early farming religio-mythological system 

2000-2001
Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; project: Prehistoric clay altars in Bulgaria 

1997-1998
Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; project: The Karanovo III late Neolithic ceramic assemblage in Thrace 

1996, 2000
DAAD Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; joint project: publication of a volume of Bulgarian and international scholars: Beiträge zu jungsteinzeitlichen Forschungen in Bulgarien, Bonn: Habelt, 2002 

1991-1993
Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow, Institut für Vor- und Frühgeschichte und Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken, Deutschland; project: The Karanovo III late Neolithic ceramic assemblage in Thrace
1998

D.Sc.; thesis: Studies on the Neolithic pottery in Thrace. The Karanovo II-III, III and III-IV ceramic assemblages in their northwest Anatolian and southeast European context 

1982

Ph.D., National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS. Thesis: Early Neolithic pottery ornamentation in Bulgaria 

1976

MA, BA in history and archaeology, St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia
Organizing Experience

· 
2015
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the international symposium “Prehistoric Houses in the Balkans: Profane and Sacred Contexts (sixth to fifth millennium BC)”, Stara Zagora

· 2012
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the Humboldt-Kolleg “Der Schwarzmeerraum vom Neolithikum bis in die Früheisenzeit (6000 - 600 v. Chr.). Kulturelle Interferenzen in der Zirkumpontischen Zone und Kontakte mit ihren Nachbargebieten“, Varna

· 2010
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the Humboldt-Kolleg “Salz und Gold: die Rolle des Salzes im prähistorischen Europa“, Provadia
· 2009
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the Humboldt-Kolleg “Interdisziplinäre Forschungen zum Kulturerbe auf der Balkanhalbinsel”, Sofia
· 2007
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the Humboldt-Kolleg “Forschung in Bulgarien und Rumaenien: Problemen und Perspektiven nach dem EU-Beitritt”, Sofia
· Director of several Bulgarian and two international archaeological excavations
· 1989 - 1999  Head of the Department of Prehistory at the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS
· 1999  Director of the Museums and art galleries Directorate at the Ministry of Culture
· Co-director of five archaeological exhibitions abroad
· Organizer of five national prehistory conferences (1990-1999), two national archaeology conferences (2001, 2004), Das Neolithikum in Südosteuropa Internationales Symposium (Karanovo, 1997) and Prehistoric Thrace International Symposium (Stara Zagora, 2003)
· Editor-in-Chief of four scientific periodicals
· Member of the General Assembly of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (2001 - 2008)
· Deputy Director of the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology – BAS (1999 - 2003)
· Director of the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology – BAS (2003 - 2007)
· Joint projects with foreign museums, archaeological institutes and other academic organizations in Central and Western Europe
· Member of the Expert Academic Board for Ancient and Medieval History, Archaeology and Ethnography at the Higher Attestation Committee



(1999 - 2005)
· Chairman of the Academic Board of the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology – BAS









(2003 - 2015)
· Member of the Board of Archaeology Department at New Bulgarian University
Languages 
Fluent: German and Russian 

Research 
Areas of research interest
Neolithic, Chalcolithic & early Bronze Age (sixth to third mill. BC) in Bulgaria, northwest Asia Minor and southeast Europe 

Archaeological Excavations, Principal Investigator
2014-2015
Mursalevo-Deve boaz

2012-2013
Kapitan Andreevo
Since 2005
Tell Provadia
2000, 2006-2007
Lyubimets
1998-2006
Tell Kapitan Dimitrievo, near Peshtera
1990-2010
Joint Bulgarian-French excavations at the Neolithic site of Kovacevo, near Sandanski
1988-2005
Joint Bulgarian-Austrian excavations at Tell Karanovo, near Nova Zagora
Since 1985
Slatina-Sofia
1995-1996
Pomoshtitsa, near Popovo
1984-1988
Joint Bulgarian-German excavations in the Drama micro-region, near Yambol
1983-1985
Eleshnitsa, near Razlog
1977-1987
Sapareva Banya
1977-1979
Assistant Director of the Joint Bulgarian-Dutch excavations at Tell Dyadovo, near Nova Zagora
· Salvage excavations of six prehistoric and Thracian sites 

Academic publications:
Over 250 papers in Bulgarian and international publications, as well as 7 monographs

Editorial Boards 
· Editor-in-Chief of Papers of BAS. Humanities &Social Science Journal
· Editor-in-Chief of the Arheologia (Sofia) Journal and Starini - Journal of Balkan Archaeology, Studia Praehistorica annual series, Bulletin of Stara Zagora Regional Museum of History 

· Editor of 17 volumes in Bulgaria and 2 in Germany as well as the Karanovo series in Austria
· Member of Editorial Boards of  periodicals abroad: Starinar (Belgrade), The Neolithic in the Middle Morava valley  (Belgrade), SCIVA (Bucharest),  KSIA (Brief Communications of the Institute of Archaeology), Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow). 

Teaching experience 
· Lecturing at several international universities and institutes in Amsterdam, St. Petersburg, Heidelberg, Frankfurt, Salzburg, Paris, Tokyo, Athens, Hale, Würzburg, Saarbrücken, Bonn, Kiel, Dresden, Berlin, Valladolid, Skopje, Vienna.  

1995, 1999
Guest professor in the Institute of Classic Archaeology at the Salzburg University 

Since 1993
Lectures on prehistory of Bulgaria, southeast Europe and Anatolia at the St. St. Cyril and Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo, St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, New Bulgarian University, N. Pavlovich National Academy of Arts, Paisiy Hilendarski University of Plovdiv
· Supervisor of 10 PhD students at the National Institute and Museum of Archaeology - BAS, St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, St. St. Cyril and Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo, one international postgraduate student, as well as many MA and BA theses
· Formal Reviewer of PhD theses, reviewer and examiner of a PhD candidate at the Salzburg University. 

Museum activities 
Participation in the organization of archaeological exhibitions abroad
1985-1987, 1988, 2004
Germany (Saarbrücken, Freiburg, Frankfurt a.M., Münster, Darmstadt, Hanover, Bonn)
1988



Austria (Saltzburg)
1989



France (Paris)
2002



Belgium (Brussels)
2006 



Switzerland (Basel)

2007 



Italy (Rome)

2010



Organizer of the Salt is Gold exhibition in Provadia and Sofia 

Publicism 
2002-2003
Author of a weekly TV show about the archaeological heritage of Bulgaria 
Invited Presentations
Participation in more than 36 international congresses and symposiums of prehistory in Bulgaria and abroad
Membership in academic organizations 
· Corresponding member of the Austrian Archaeological Institute, Vienna 

· Corresponding member of the Center for Black Sea Archaeology, Halle, Germany 

· Member of the Balkan Committee of the Heidelberg Academy, Germany (1995-2005)
· Member of the Presidium of the Versatile Integrated Personal International Academy - Sofia (2006-2009)
· President of Humbold Union in Bulgaria (2007-2011)
· Honorary member of the Institute of Archaeomythology, Sebastopol, USA
Honors
2017 Golden Century - Honorary sign and Certificate for Outstanding Contribution to the Development of Bulgarian Culture Awarded by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria
2017 Honorary citizen of Sofia for contribution to the discovery and popularization of the archaeological heritage of the capital of Bulgaria.

2017 Award from Achievement Foundation for outstanding achievements in the study, research and popularization of the Neolithic civilization in Bulgaria and abroad
2017 Honorary sign of prof. Aleksander Fol, Arete Foundation
2017 Award in the category of the oldest wonders of Bulgaria in The Wonders of Bulgaria  campaign of the Standard newspaper for his archaeological activities since 2005 till now on the prehistoric settlement Provadia-Solnitsa and his revelations proved that this archeological site is the oldest city known by scientists so far in Europe.
2016 Honorary citizen of town of Provadia, situated in North-East Bulgaria
2009 Bundesverdienstkreuz am Bande (BRD)
2001 Award for Science of Gorna Oryahovitsa Municipality (Bulgaria) 
