GRADING SYSTEM

The grading system is based on numerals, where 6 is the highest and 2 is the lowest grade a student can get. The grades are divided into 100 points and any mark over .50 is considered part of the upper bracket. For example, 5.50 is excellent, 5.75 is also excellent but 5.25 is very good. Generally, anything under 3.00 is considered a fail. Grades like “Very Good” (5-) and “Average” (3+) are also possible – these are ignored in calculations of Grade Point Average (GPA).
	Numeric Value *
	Numeric Value **
	English
	Bulgarian
	Percentage

	ECTS
	Description

	–
	–
	Pass

	Зачита се
	50-100%
	P
	Pass

	6
	5.50–6.00
	Excellent

	Отличен
	92–100%
	A
	Best possible grade

	5
	4.50–5.49
	Very Good

	Много добър
	75–91%
	B
	Next highest

	4
	3.50–4.49
	Good

	Добър
	59–74%
	C
	Average performance

	3
	3.00–3.49
	Satisfactory or average
	Среден
	50–58%
	D, E
	Lowest passing

	2
	2.00–2.99
	Unsatisfactory or fail
	Слаб
	0–49%
	FX, F
	Failing grade


*:  grading scale
**: grading scale used for examinations and tests
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	Grading system
Legal framework:
	All Bulgarian Higher Education Institutions use the same grading system based on the numeral scale which is regulated by the Ministry of Education and Science: Law on higher education of 27.12.1995.

	Student Target
group
	All students in first and second-cycle programs 

Grade range 

From 6 to 2 From maximum to minimum
Pass grade 3 - satisfactory
Other pass grade levels: From 4 to 6

	Description of
the grading
system:
	According to the Ministerial Decree, article 44, p. 3: “knowledge and abilities of the students are evaluated using a six levels scale on 6-th degrees system, which includes: 6,00 – excellent, 5,00 – very good, 4,00 – good, 3,00 – satisfactory or average, 2,00 – unsatisfactory or low”. Art. 44, p. 4: “the pass grade is 3,00 – satisfactory. It is the minimum degree to be considered as

successfully passed performance.”

Although each higher education institution following the regulation of the Ministry of Education and Science is entitled to establish its own grading system, art. 44, p. 5: “higher schools may introduce with its regulations another evaluation system, while ensuring comparability of assessments with those referred to in paragraph 3”.

In practice all HEI in Bulgaria apply the system which is traditionally used in the Bulgarian general education system.

The grading system is to be applied to all students enrolled in first grade and second-cycle programs. According to the Regulation on State Requirements to the content of basic documents issued by HEI of 12.08.2004, as amended on 06.02.2009, art. 13, p. 8: “evaluations in the studied subjects (in words and in figures) and their equivalents to the scale of the European system of

accumulation and transfer of credits (ECTS) are as following: 

excellent (6,00) – A 

very good (5,00) – B 

good (4,00) – C

satisfactory or average (3,00) – D,E 

unsatisfactory or fail (2,00) – FX, F



	Specific features:
	In most cases there are no significant differences in the grading practices between faculties or between study levels. Sometimes the grading system may include such pass grades as 3,25; 3,50; 4,25; 4,50; 5,25; 5,50, but there are no specific regulated rules for this use. The mentioned grading culture may vary according to the professor’s requirements or sensitivity.


